
REGIONAL SUMMARY:

In the fiftieth week of 2023, the ASEAN region experienced 25 disaster events that 

affected Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand. In Indonesia, the Badan 

Nasional Penanggulangan Bencana (BNPB) reported floods and strong winds in West 

Java, Central Java, Aceh, South Sumatra, Riau, Central Kalimantan, Central Sulawesi, 

and North Sumatra. In addition, a M4.6 earthquake was also reported in West Java. In 

Malaysia, the Agensi Pengurusan Bencana Negara (NADMA) reported floods in 

Kelantan, Terengganu, and Selangor. In the Philippines, the National Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) reported the combined effects of the 

shear line and Tropical Cyclone JELAWAT (Kabayan) in Regions XI and XIII. Lastly, the 

Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) Thailand reported flooding in 

Narathiwat and Yala in the Southern Region of Thailand.

HIGHLIGHT:

This week, the region experienced several flooding events that accounted for 95% of 

total disaster affected persons in the region. These flooding events displaced 180 

persons in Riau and South Sumatra in Indonesia (BNPB); about 6.3K in Kelantan, 

Selangor, and Terengganu in Malaysia (NADMA); and 6.7K in southern Philippines 

(NDRRMC). These account for a total of 13.2K individuals or 98% of all internally 

displaced persons in the region this week. Relevant authorities implemented proactive 

measures to monitor and respond to the impacts of these floods and ensure the safety 

of affected communities. In addition, the combined effects of the shear line and the 

development of Tropical Cyclone JELAWAT (Kabayan) in southern regions of the 

Philippines had also affected areas which were previously impacted by the M7.4 and 

M6.8 earthquakes in Weeks 48 and 49. In response to these threats and developing 

situation, the Philippines’ NDRRM Operations Center was put on Red Alert status 

(NDRRMC). 

HYDRO-METEO-CLIMATOLOGICAL:

For the past week, data from the ASEAN Specialised 

Meteorological Centre (ASMC) showed moderate to 

high 7-day average rainfall spreading across most of 

southern part of the ASEAN region. In particular, 

moderate to high rainfall were observed over 

Southern Thailand; Malaysia; Brunei Darussalam; 

Sumatra, Kalimantan, and eastern Indonesia; and the 

southeastern parts of Visayas and Mindanao in the 

Philippines associated with the development of 

Tropical Cyclone JELAWAT (Kabayan). As of 

reporting, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, 

and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 

announced that JELAWAT had weakened into a 

remnant low as it tracked along the southern regions 

of the Philippines towards Sulu Sea.

GEOPHYSICAL:

Eleven (11) significant earthquakes (M≥5.0) were recorded by Indonesia’s Badan Meteorologi, 

Klimatologi, dan Geofisika (BMKG) and the Philippine Institute for Volcanology and Seismology 

(PHIVOLCS). Mount Semeru (alert level III), Anak Krakatau (alert level III), Marapi (alert level 

II), Ili Lewotolok (alert level II), Ibu (alert level II), and Raung (alert level I) in Indonesia, and 

Mayon (alert level 2), Taal (alert level 1), Kanlaon (alert level 1), and Bulusan (alert level 1) in 

the Philippines reported recent volcanic activity according to the 

Pusat Vulkanologi dan Mitigasi Bencana Geologi (PVMBG) and PHIVOLCS.

OUTLOOK:

According to the ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre (ASMC), for the coming week, drier 

conditions are predicted over much of the southern Maritime Continent while wetter conditions 

are predicted over parts of the western Maritime continent. Warmer than usual temperature is 

predicted over most of the Maritime Continent. For the regional assessment of extremes, there 

is a small increase in chance for very heavy rainfall over the Myanmar, central Vietnam, central 

Borneo, central Sumatra, and northern Philippines. For Mainland Southeast Asia, there is 

moderate increase in chance of hot conditions over southern Myanmar, northern Thailand, and 

Malay Peninsula. There is also a moderate increase in chance of very hot conditions over parts 

of central Philippines. For Maritime Continent, there is a high chance for extreme hot conditions 

over Java. There is also a moderate increase in chance of hot conditions over northern and 

southern Sumatra, western parts of Malay Peninsula, most of Borneo, Sulawesi, and Papua. An 

El Niño and a positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) are currently present.
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DISCLAIMER

The  AHA Centre was established in November 2011 by the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Member 

States to facilitate cooperation and coordination among 

Member States, relevant agencies of the United Nations 

and international organisations in disaster management and 

emergency response.

This update consists of significant natural disaster events 

that occurred in ASEAN Member States – Brunei 

Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. 

The disasters recorded include Drought, Flood, Earthquake, 

Tsunami, Volcano, Wind, Landslide, and Storm.

The use of boundaries, geographic names, related 

information, and potential considerations for response are 

for references, not warranted to be error-free or implying 

official endorsement from ASEAN Member States.
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                SCAN TO SUBSCRIBE

01 Indonesia, Tornado in Bogor and M4.6 Earthquake in West Java
11, 14 Dec 2023

02 Indonesia, Flooding in Blora (Central Java)
12  Dec 2023

03 Indonesia, Flooding in Aceh Jaya (Aceh)
12 Dec 2023

04 Indonesia, Flooding in Prabumulih City and  Musi Banyuasin (South 

Sumatra)
13 Dec 2023

05 Indonesia, Flooding in Bengkalis, Pekanbaru City, and Kuantan Singingi 

(Riau)
13 Dec 2023

06 Thailand, Flooding in Narathiwat and Yala (Southern Region)
14, 15 Dec 2023

07 Malaysia, Flooding in Kuala Krai and Tanah Merah, and Pasir Mas 

(Kelantan) 
14 Dec 2023

08 Malaysia, Flooding in Hulu Terengganu, and Dungun, Kemaman, 

Marung, and Setiu (Terengganu)
14, 16 Dec 2023

09 Malaysia, Flooding in Kuala Selangor (Selangor)
14 Dec 2023

10 Indonesia, Flooding in Barito Selatan (Central Kalimantan) 
15 Dec 2023

11 Indonesia, Flooding in Poso Regency (Central Sulawesi)
15 Dec 2023

12 Indonesia, Flooding in Padang Lawas Utara and Asahan (North Sumatra)
16 Dec 2023

13 Philippines, Flooding, Landslides, Storms and Winds in Region XI and 

CARAGA (Effects of TC KABAYAN and Shearline)
17 Dec 2023
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