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1. SUMMARY 

At 1320 hrs (UTC+7) on 28 March 2025, an earthquake with magnitude 7.7 and depth of 
10 km struck about 19 km north-west of Mandalay, Myanmar. At 1332 hrs (UTC+7), a 
major aftershock with magnitude 6.4 and depth of 10 km struck and exacerbated the 
impacts of the powerful earthquake. 

In Myanmar, the regions reported to be affected include Naypyitaw, Mandalay, 
Tanintharyi, Bago, and Kayah, in Myanmar (DDM). DDM reports devastating impacts, 
including loss of many lives and severe damage to property and infrastructure. Following 
this widespread and severe impacts, the National Disaster Management Committee 
(NDMC) in Myanmar issued a state of emergency that is in effect in six of the worst 
affected areas: Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, northeastern Shan State, Naypyidaw, and 
Bago.    

In Thailand, the DDPM reported extensive damage and significant risks to life and 
property. According to DDPM, tremors were felt across 57 provinces, with a total of 56 
aftershocks recorded. Initial damage reports indicate significant impacts in 13 provinces 
and Bangkok, which has recorded 9 deaths, 9 injuries, and 101 missing persons. 
Emergency Assistance Area announcements have been declared in two provinces 
included Pathum Thani and Phrae as well as across the entirety of Bangkok. Following 
the impact of the earthquake, the disaster management level elevated to a Large-Scale 
Disaster (Level 3), in accordance with the National Disaster Prevention and Mitigation 
Plan of Thailand. With this, the National Command Centre for Disaster Prevention and 
Mitigation has been activated. 

 

Preparedness and Response 

On 28 March, the AHA Centre elevated its Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) alert 
level to RED. Following this, the AHA Centre conducted its first EOC briefing to effectively 
respond to the evolving situation. The AHA Centre continues to maintain close 
coordination with the EOCs of Myanmar and Thailand as well as with the assisting ASEAN 
Member States and partners to ensure a coordinated and effective disaster response. 

Initial assistance requested by the Department of Disaster Management (DDM) Myanmar 
include USAR and non-food items in the form of family tent, tarpaulin, jerry can, hygiene 
kit, and family kit). The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Thailand 
indicated that the response operations are still within national capacity. 

To support initial assessments, the AHA Centre has requested the activation of Sentinel 
Asia and the Space Faculty for satellite imagery analysis. Additionally, the Space Charter 
has been activated by UNOSAT. A request has also been submitted to MapAction for 
Geographic Information System (GIS) support to enhance situational awareness and 
response planning. 

On the evening of 29 March, the AHA Centre’s Executive Director, Mr. Lee Yam Ming, 
and Director of Operations, Dr. Sithu Pe Thein, together with the AHA Centre In-Country 
Liaison Team (ICLT), arrived in Nay Pyi Taw to coordinate closely with DDM Myanmar 
and facilitate regional disaster response efforts. 

Accompanying the AHA Centre delegation, the Singapore Civil Defence Force’s 
Operations Lionheart contingent also arrived to initiate urban search and rescue (USAR) 
operations. Additionally, the AHA Centre is closely coordinating with NADMA Malaysia 
for the deployment of SMART Malaysia, as well as with BNPB and BASARNAS Indonesia 
for the deployment of INASAR, both of which will also conduct USAR operations. 
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Additionally, the AHA Centre is coordinating the deployment of ASEAN Emergency 
Response and Assessment Team (ASEAN-ERAT) members from Brunei Darussalam, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Viet Nam to support field-level 
operations. ASEAN-ERAT members from Singapore have already arrived in Nay Pyi Taw 
together with the AHA Centre delegation. Members from Brunei Darussalam and 
Indonesia are scheduled to arrive in Myanmar tomorrow, with the remaining ASEAN-
ERAT members expected to arrive the following day. 

The AHA Centre has prepared for the immediate deployment of Disaster Emergency 
Logistics System for ASEAN (DELSA) relief items from the regional warehouse in 
Subang, Malaysia. Two commercial flights transporting DELSA relief items, supported by 
the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF), France, and the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), are scheduled to arrive in Myanmar tomorrow 

The AHA Centre remains fully committed to close collaboration with respective National 
Disaster Management Organisations (NDMOs) and humanitarian partners to ensure the 
timely and effective delivery of assistance. 

2. ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT AND HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 

Impacts in Myanmar – as of 28 March 2025 

a. As of 28 March, the magnitude 7.7 earthquake resulted to 144 deaths and 732 injuries 

as validated by DDM Myanmar. 

b. The earthquake caused the collapse of the Old Sagaing Bridge, the Dotehtawadi 

Bridge on the Yangon-Mandalay Expressway, and some portions of and around the 

Yangon Mandalay Expressway, causing several road closures along the route. 

c. Severely affected areas are Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, northeastern Shan State, 
Naypyidaw, and Bago.  

d. Fire and liquefaction are reported in affected areas. 
e. Buildings have collapsed and local responders are currently engaging in search and 

rescue. 

f. Widespread interruption of electricity and communication lines. 
g. Data collection on impacts and damages is ongoing by the relevant government 

agencies in Myanmar. 

Impacts in Thailand – as of 29 March 2025 

a. As of 29 March 2025 (16.00 HRS UTC+7), initial reports indicate damage across 13 

provinces, including Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Nan, Mae Hong Son, Lampang, Phrae, 

Phetchabun, Sukhothai, Chai Nat, Nonthaburi, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Samut 

Sakhon, and Samut Prakan, as well as Bangkok, which experienced the most severe 

impact. 

b. In Bangkok alone, 9 deaths, 9 injuries, and 101 missing persons have been reported. 

101 missing persons resulted from the collapse of the State Audit Office building.  

c. The earthquake caused widespread impacts across many areas in Thailand, with 

tremors felt in 57 provinces, including Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Lamphun, Nan, Mae 

Hong Son, Lampang, Phayao, Phrae, Tak, Kamphaeng Phet, Nakhon Sawan, Phichit, 

Phitsanulok, Phetchabun, Sukhothai, Uttaradit, Uthai Thani, Kalasin, Khon Kaen, 

Chaiyaphum, Nakhon Phanom, Nakhon Ratchasima, Buri Ram, Maha Sarakham, 

Yasothon, Loei, Sakon Nakhon, Udon Thani, Chainat, Nakhon Nayok, Nakhon 

Pathom, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Ayutthaya, Lopburi, Samut Prakan, Samut 
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Songkhram, Samut Sakhon, Sing Buri, Suphan Buri, Saraburi, Ang Thong, 

Chanthaburi, Chachoengsao, Chonburi, Prachinburi, Rayong, Sa Kaeo, 

Kanchanaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Phetchaburi, Ratchaburi, Krabi, Chumphon, 

Nakhon Si Thammarat, Ranong, Surat Thani, and Bangkok. 

d. For the earthquake's damage reports, it was summarized that approximately 13 

provinces and Bangkok were affected. The reported damages include the following; 

around 56 houses and residential buildings were damaged, approximately 9 office 

buildings or government facilities were impacted, damage was reported in 101 school 

buildings, 14 temples and religious buildings sustained structural damage, about 355 

road/bridge sections were affected, electric poles, water systems, and other public 

infrastructure also sustained damages, but the exact count is still under assessment.  

e. Data collection and validation activities are being conducted by relevant authorities in 

Thailand. 

 

Anticipated Risks  

a. Aftershocks  
 
The Sagaing Fault is a major fault in Myanmar, a mainly continental right-lateral 
transform fault between the Indian plate and Sunda plate. It passes through the 
populated cities of Mandalay, Yamethin, Pyinmana, the capital Naypyidaw, Toungoo 
and Pegu before dropping off into the Gulf of Martaban, running for a total length of 
over 1200 kilometers. As of 28 March, 4 earthquakes— including the M7.7 event—
have been recorded along this fault. The M7.7 earthquake generated a total of 56 
aftershocks as of 29 March at 0800 HRS UTC+7 (Thailand Meteorological 
Department). Given the current seismic activity, there remains a possibility of 
aftershocks in the coming days and weeks. The following figure presents the map of 
Sagaing fault and the USGS aftershock forecast for this region. 
 
 

Figure 2. Aftershock forecast in the vicinity of Sagaing Fault (Source: USGS). 

 

b. Liquefaction 
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Liquefaction refers the loss of strength of loose, saturated soils caused by earthquake 
shaking that results in soil that behaves more like a liquid than a solid. This hazard can 
cause buildings to tilt, sand and water to be ejected in “sand volcanoes”, and the 
ground surface to be permanently deformed. According to USGS, liquefaction 
triggered by this earthquake is estimated to be extensive in severity and spatial extent 
(more than 5K square kilometres) is exposed to liquefaction. The number of people 
living near areas that could have produced liquefaction in this earthquake is extensive 
(more than 1M people). 
 

Figure 3. Estimated areas and population exposed to liquefaction (Source: USGS) 

 

3. ACTIONS TAKEN AND RESOURCES MOBILISED  

Response by Myanmar Authorities 

a. Myanmar Authorities have declared a state of emergency in all the affected areas and 

issued a call for international assistance. 

b. Emergency operations efforts by Myanmar Authorities are underway to manage the 

situation and deliver assistance to affected areas. 

c. Officials are surveying major dams across various earthquake-affected regions and 

states to inspect for damages. 

d. Search and rescue operations, as well as relief efforts, are being carried out by 

relevant officials in the affected areas. 

 

Response by the Government of Thailand 

a. As of 29 March 2025 0600 Hrs UTC +7, The National Disaster Prevention and 

Mitigation Command (NDPMC) has been activated and elevated the disaster 

response to a Level 3 Major Disaster, following the National Disaster Prevention and 

Mitigation Plan (2021-2027). 

b. Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) teams, consisting of 18 personnel and specialised 

equipment, have been mobilised to assist in rescue operations in heavily affected 

areas, including Bangkok. 
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c. Over 355 disaster relief equipment items, including mobile operational vehicles, 

lighting equipment, water pumps, and heavy machinery, have been deployed from 

four regional disaster prevention and mitigation centre (Pathum Thani, Suphan Buri, 

Prachin Buri, and Chainat). 

d. Local and provincial incident command centers have been tasked with monitoring the 

situation, assessing damage, and leading rescue and recovery operations. 

e. Teams of volunteers, police, military, local administrative bodies, and private 

organisations have been mobilised to assist in rescuing trapped individuals and 

providing immediate relief. 

 

Response by the ASEAN Member States 

a. On 29 March, Singapore deployed the Singapore Civil Defence Force (SCDF) / 

Operation Lionheart Contingent IEC heavy USAR team to Myanmar. The team 

comprises 80 personnel specialising in logistics, medical, search and rescue, and 4 

dogs. 

b. Malaysia is preparing to deploy the Special Malaysia Disaster Assistance and Rescue 

Team (SMART) IEC heavy USAR team to Myanmar, comprising 50 personnel on 30 

March 2025. 

 

Response by Partners and other Humanitarian Actors 

a. The United Nations has made an initial allocation of USD 5 million from the Central 

Emergency Response Fund to support life-saving assistance in Myanmar. 

b. The European Union (EU) is releasing €2.5 million in initial emergency assistance 

for communities affected by the earthquake in Myanmar. 

c. Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) is deploying pre-positioned relief items, 

including blankets, tarpaulins, and hygiene kits in Myanmar. Volunteers are 

supporting response efforts in Mandalay, Sagaing, and Naypyitaw. 

d. Singapore Red Cross (SRC) is committing USD 111,850 to support emergency relief 

efforts in Myanmar and Thailand. SRC will also launch a public fundraising appeal. 

e. PLAN International is conducting assessment in Mandalay and will begin distribution 

of Non-Food Items (NFI) including blankets, tarpaulin, and drinking water. A public 

appeal was also launched on 28 March. 

f. On 29 March, India donated 15.3 tonnes of relief materials to Myanmar, including 

tents, sleeping bags, blankets, ready-to-eat meals, water purifiers, hygiene kits, solar 

lamps, generator sets and essential medicines (including Paracetamol, antibiotics, 

canula, syringes, gloves, cotton bandages, and urine bags. 

g. Mobilisation of USAR Teams as of 29 March: 

• The Central Airmobile Rescue team of EMERCOM Russia (IEC heavy) is 

being mobilised to Myanmar. The team comprises 60 personnel and 2 dogs. 

• The China Seach and Rescue (CSAR) IEC heavy USAR team is being 

mobilised to Myanmar with a team comprising 80 persons and 3 dogs. 

h. The Canadian Medical Assistance Teams (CMAT) Emergency Medical Team 

(EMT) is being mobilised to Myanmar. The team comprises 2 physicians and 1 nurse, 

offering primary health care, public health surveillance, and medical transport. 

Response by the AHA Centre 
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a. The AHA Centre elevated its alert level from YELLOW (heightened monitoring) to 

RED (active response) on 28 March. 

b. On the same day, the AHA Centre conducted its first EOC briefing to effectively 

respond to the evolving situation.  

c. The AHA Centre sent a letter of sympathy and offer of assistance to the Department 

of Disaster Management (DDM) of Myanmar on 28 March, and to the Department of 

Disaster Prevention and Monitoring (DDPM) of Thailand on 29 March. 

d. The AHA Centre continues to maintain close coordination with the EOCs of Myanmar 

and Thailand as well as with the assisting ASEAN Member States and partners to 

ensure a coordinated and effective disaster response. 

e. AHA Centre Executive Director, Mr. Lee Yam Ming, and Director of Operations, Dr. 

Sithu Pe Thein, together with the AHA Centre In-Country Liaison Team (ICLT) arrived 

in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on 29 March to support ongoing emergency response 

operations led by the Myanmar Department of Disaster Management (DDM). The 

AHA Centre ICLT comprises four persons with specialisations in Humanitarian 

Logistics and Information Management. 

f. To support initial assessments, the AHA Centre has requested the activation of 

Sentinel Asia and the Space Faculty for satellite imagery analysis. A request has also 

been submitted to MapAction for Geographic Information System (GIS) support to 

enhance situational awareness and response planning. In addition, Space Charter 

and UNOSAT are also activated. 

g. The AHA Centre is closely coordinating with NADMA Malaysia for the deployment of 

SMART Malaysia, as well as with BNPB and BASARNAS Indonesia for the 

deployment of INASAR, both of which will also conduct USAR operations in Myanmar. 

h. In close coordination with DDM Myanmar and DDPM Thailand the AHA Centre is 

preparing for the immediate deployment of DELSA relief items. 

i. The AHA Centre is deploying ASEAN-ERAT members from Brunei Darussalam, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Viet Nam.  

j. The AHA Centre is maintaining close coordination with DDM Myanmar and DDPM 

Thailand, as well as with ASEAN Member States and partners to facilitate support. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND PLAN OF ACTIONS 

Recommendations 

a. General public and humanitarian partners are advised to monitor information on the 

hazards and disaster impacts from official government sources through the 

Department of Disaster Management (DDM) Myanmar and Department of Disaster 

Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) Thailand. 

b. Partners and the general public are advised to closely monitor information on the 

aftershock hazards and current environmental conditions from official sources, such 

as Department of Meteorology and Hydrology (DMH) Myanmar and Thailand 

Meteorological Department (TMD). 

c. General public is advised to prioritize safety awareness by taking the following 

actions: inspecting buildings and residences for structural stability, ensuring 

protection from electrical hazards, and identifying potential risks from unstable trees 

or structures. Citizens are encouraged to stay vigilant, avoid hazardous areas, and 

follow official guidance provided by local authorities. 

d. The ASEAN Member States and humanitarian partners are advised to subscribe to 

the AHA Centre Situation Updates for official report 
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The AHA Centre’s Plan 

a. The AHA Centre will continue to actively coordinate with DDM Myanmar in preparation 

for the deployment of ASEAN support. 

b. The AHA Centre will continue the deployment of ASEAN-ERAT to Myanmar to 

support emergency operations, including rapid assessment, information 

management, coordination, and humanitarian logistics. 

c. The AHA Centre will continue to closely coordinate ASEAN Members States and 

partners to facilitate support to affected Member States. 

d. The AHA Centre will continuously update the impact information in the ASEAN 

Disaster Information Network (ADINet). 

Prepared by:  

The AHA Centre - Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) 

ABOUT THE AHA CENTRE  

The AHA Centre - ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster 
management - is an inter-governmental organisation established by 10 ASEAN Member States – 
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Viet Nam - to facilitate the cooperation and coordination among ASEAN Member 
States and with the United Nations and international organisations for disaster management and 
emergency response in the region.   
 
The ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management 
(AHA Centre), Graha BNPB 13th Floor, JL Raya Pramuka Kav 38, East Jakarta, 13210, Indonesia  
Phone: +62-21-210-12278 │ www.ahacentre.org │ email: info@ahacentre.org  
 
Contact: 
1) Lawrence Anthony Dimailig, Assistant Director for Disaster Monitoring and Analysis, 

lawrence.dimailig@ahacentre.org   
2) Sadhu Zukhruf Janottama, Disaster Monitoring and Analysis Officer, 

sadhu.janottama@ahacentre.org   
3) Jasmine Tabije Alviar, Disaster Monitoring and Analysis Officer 

jasmine.alviar@ahacentre.org    
4) Gerardy Granada, Resource Planning Officer 

gerardy.grananda@ahacentre.org 
5) Gladys Hesti Widi Respati, Communications Officer 
       gladys.respati@ahacentre.org  
6) Yeny Susilowati, Finance Officer 

yeny.susilowati@ahacentre.org  
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mailto:jasmine.alviar@ahacentre.org
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mailto:gladys.respati@ahacentre.org
mailto:yeny.susilowati@ahacentre.org
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ANNEXES 
 

Annex 1. Damage Impacts in Myanmar 

 
Annex 2. USAR Team in Thailand Conducting Search and Rescue Operations 
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Annex 3. AHA Centre ICLT together with Singapore ASEAN – ERAT 

 

  
 

 


